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Socialist (Worker 


Anglo tapes show 
exactly wity we 
0 protest 


THE taped conversations of two DEIS schools, the poorest areas mo- 
Anglo Irish bank directors reveal how 

big business lies and dictates to the 
government 

They told the government they 
needed €7 billion to cover their losses 
but the eventual cost turned out to be 
at least €28 billion. 

‘the Central Bank saw the enormity 
of it up front, they might decide they 
have a choice. You know what I mean. 
They might say the cost to the taxpayer 
{sto high..{fit doesn’t ook too big at 
the outset, ( it looks big, big enough, 
ut not too 
how one director put it. 


protestoutsidethe Dail Somanypeo: SEE Inside 


re some relief -a 
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enough to reverse all the cuts. 
W internationally millions of people 
protesting on the streets of Brazil 
have reversed a set of transport fare 
authores nat moremore wigo L depth look at 
into better public service including latest SNA cuts 
health and education. 

None of this would have happened 
‘without the masses. But these exam- 
ples are never highlighted because the 


media co-operate with the main strat- 
egy of the government. 


ig... you havea chance: is 


The taped conversation shows 
that company directors know exactly 
how to manipulate the government. 
It was like a puppet master dictating 
how their puppets should act. It was 
operates in Ireland. 


Page 


glimpse into how power really 


People’s resistance z] 
militant movement of ‘people power’ ‘They want to inculcate a sense of de- TERRORISM 


tooppose them. We will never beat the 
elite it we simply wait for new politi- 
cians to be elected. We need to get on 
the streets, protest and take action to 
bring them down a peg or two. 

Mass protests get results — even 
though the corporate media never 
tell you this. 

Here are just some examples 
The government had a policy of sell- 
{ng of the trees in Coillte owned forests. 
Former Taoiseach Bertie Aher had 
even become involved in a major cor- 
poration which wanted to benefit from 
privatisation, Buta protest movement 
developed quickly and pushed them 
back. Thousands of people tamed upto 
a gathering in Avondale and later over 
twenty five diferent protests occurred 
across the country. The government 
knew thatif they carried through with 
privatisation, they would face even 
greater outrage —so they backed down. 
M When the Labour Minister Ruairi 
Quinn tried to remove funding from 


featism in us so that we trot out the 
famiiarline‘An sure, what can you do’. 

Yet when people fight back, they 
standa chance of winning. When we 
lie down, we will always be defeated. 

Govemments allover the worid have 
sancitosakeintearwhentherper REVOI 
ple mobilise on the streets. The latest 
examples in Brazil and Turkey show 
that when protests erupt our rulers 
get terrified. 

We need to bring the same spirit 
to Ireland — and that means a break 
from an attitude that the only thi 
we can do is “Give out on Joe Duffy’. 

We need to target our anger on the 
Diil When the politicians return after 
their ong summer break, they needto 
be confronted regulary with thousands 
on the streets. 

‘They need to feel the raw anger of 


Where next for 
people powersothatwhentheynest the anti-property 
Zetaphonecalitombankes bvw tax campaign? 


think twice about spending people's 
money on their gambling debts. 


2 sects worker 


G8 security 
fiasco: 

The tip of 
the iceberg 


oblique, upward direction. 

‘Tear gas and pepper spray 
have been thrown at protestors 
in confined spaces- something 
f concern to human righs 
watchdogs. 

Prime Minister Erdogan’ 
threat of caling in the miliary s 
one which woul strike a verve in 
a county which has lough hard 
and iong to restrain the power of 
the miary, 


IN the ead up to the O8 summit 
in Enniskillen Co. Fermanagh, 
state broadasers put the 
emphasis on the potential 
criminality of protestors, 

However amidst the 
emtronmentalisis, ant 
‘capitalists, and ats the 
waves of armed police were 
by far the most threatening. 
dement. 

Thesecurity operation came | Brazil 
toacost of 80 million. ‘The authors in Brazil have 

An extra 3 60 pie officers | responded in avery similar 
had been drafted nto the North | manner w thir Turkish 


from Briuin while toot | counterparts making liberal 
about OO police otcers were | use of tear pas, rubber bullets 
on summit dury, and batons. 

Even airand water patrols | ° The largely peaceful protests 
were deemed necessary. en erupted with chants 

‘Thisexposesanew lee | “No violence! No Violence” in 
of social contol and such ‘response to a minority element 
disproportionate measuresare | of vandals. 
mox unique to this protest. 

Recent demonstrations | Frankfurt 
worldwide huve been subjected | At le end of May, 200 protestors 
‘ot only to over policing, butto | travelling from Bern toan 


heavy handed treatment at the 
hands of those paid to protect 
eien 


amthcapitalst “Bocka” 
demonstration in Frankfurt were 
detained by police for si hours in 
their buses = without tode = en 


route. 
bell to Sea” campaign | Only those who consented to 


searsupfor another annual | being searched and med were 
Rosport Solidarity Camp with | eventuali allowed to proceed tw 
aweekofactionsfrom 21-30 | the proust. 


June; images and videos af the 
brutal treatment of protestors 


Uniola Oasan 
ste cause of this new 


poi osc ental 
he clearer 
One particularly beta The despair ond misery being 
assault ested inthe Garda | forced onto ordinary people the 
Ombudsman recommending | word over means that social 


disciplinary action be explosions become inevitable 


taken against one Garda ‘Growing numbers of 
‘Superintendent discontented people are now 

‘revolting against this rotten 
Istan System forcing the capitalist 


The massive protests in Turkey 
have been responded to with 


state apparatus to applying 
Counter pressure through the 


great violence by the pote | police and military forces. 
force. ‘This imate stems from 
Eyewitnesses from Turkey | ruling class fear ofthe power 


have said how police ores 
are firing tear gs det into 
people's fine of sight ~ despite 
regulations in place which 
reire them toaim inan 


ofthe people, so far from 
issuing us from taking to the 
streets, this should encourage 


National Ne 
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Protests organised 
against special needs cuts 


As the SNA cuts are announced Socialist 
Worker asks one mother how they will 


ON Wednesday 19 June the Nati 
Council for Special Education (NC: 
announced a 10% cut in teaching hours 
special Needs Assistants commenc- 
z ptember 2013. 
This will me 
special educati 
faveto cope with 15 minutes ess sup- 
port daily 
That brings to 25% the cuts to chil- 
dren with autism, physical disabilities 
severe or profound learning disabilities, 
i disturbance and others in 
‘mainstream schools. 
By definition SNA's support some of 
the most vulnerable members of society 
is expected to care for 
multiple children with an array of dis- 
bilities, such as hearing or mobility. 
This is now becoming incr 
unworkable and is 
of understanding on the part of the 
government towards the vulnerable 
in our society. 
The NCSE has confirmed this latest 
cut as an ever growing demand is not 
being met with adequate resources. 


‘Reasonable’ 
Minister for Education, Ruairi Quinn, 
claims that this is not a cutand that the 
teachers are being asked to do more 
work for the same wage. 

Quinn's own son went to one of the 
top private schools in the country. 

‘Yet he is completely at ease with fore- 
ingvulnerable children even further into 
‘marginalisation. 

“Moreover, this blatant disregard for 
peoples needs is typical of the contempt 
this Government has shown towards 
working people with Tanaiste, Eamon 
Gilmore, labeling the cuts as ‘reason- 
able’ and even ‘sensible’ 

Meanwhile the state has managed to 
smuggle in numerous tax breaks and 
sweetheart deals for the country’s rich- 


est resident 
In budget 20 


1 the state agreed to 


provide tax relief to foreign execu- 


res who sent their child 
schools. 

Fees of up to €5,000 a year could 

be written off and, in addition, 30 per- 

fall income accruing to foreign 

tives up to €500,000 a year was 

ly written off for tax pur- 

nga potential saving 


vate 


ofe: 
‘Alo this was introduced against 


background of extreme austerity as 

those on rental income 
supplement, an elfare recipi- 
ents experienced significant falis in their 
income in the same budget. 


Protest 

In response the Irish National Teachers 
Organisation has organised a protest to 
the Dail for Wednesday 26 June. 

‘Speaking to the media, Sheila Nunan, 
General Secretary of the INTO, stated 
that primary schools would no longer 
beable to meet children's special needs. 

“No amount of smokescreen and 
spin can hide the extent ofthis cutback, 
A 25% cutback in resource hours 
is a significant policy failure that will 
haye long-term implications. 

“Effectively, this government is un 
dermining the principle of inclusive 
schools,” said Ms Nunan. 

“Without resources schools cannot 
support the integration of special needs 
children. 

Expecting special needs children 
to develop with three quarters of the 
resources in some of the most over- 
crowded classrooms in the EU is 
preposterous.” 

‘These protests need to continue until 
the Government listens to the demands 
from workers and parents of special 
needs children. 

Irs about time that their interests were 
put before those of the bondholders. 


affect her family 


The last round ot cuts 


attected my son badiy. 

He used to have a halt- 
time SNA. 

From last year this was 
reduced to intermittent 
‘access to an SNA- 

The SNA had to divide 
ber time between 3 children 
in two diferent classrooms 
Which didn t make sense as 
SNAS are for care nee 

How can you identity a 
‘care need ota child it you 
are in another room? Enda 
Kenny was very clever in the 
Dail sayng no child would 
be without access to an 
SNA as opposed to having 
an Sna. 

My son is moning to 
‘secondary but there is no 
‘definite decision yet on his 
allocation. 

God only knows how this 
atest cut wil attect him 


That sounds particu 
serious, could you also 

‘explain the how the cuts 
will affect the allocation 
within your local school? 


Well! know that Grith 
‘Barracks National Schoo! 
{losing 16 hours SNA 
provision, 
That actualy means that 
ne SNA is losing her job. 
On top ofthis there is a 
resource hows 


tor children. 

My son was entitled 
to 4 hours per week -this 
wili now be reduced to 3.5 
bours. 

They only make the 
decision around SNAS in 
late June. 

This means that parents 
are getting their allocation 
in July when it is too late 

mobilise against the 
cision. 


This surely mahes ital he 
more important» mobiise 
mow. Wl you be supporting 
‘De INTO demons traton on 
26y? 


hard to make sure there will 
be good support tom our 
‘school tor this protest. 

The parents association 
Inthe school sent atext to 
everyone about Wednesday. 


{really think people 
‘power is the only way, 

‘Over the 
the protests 
with parents, teachers and 
children united in ngiting. 
the cuts shamed the 
govemment not to cut as 
much as they had wanted. 

However, they brought in 
sneaky cuts, 

For example, they! 
back allocating 450 SNA's 
to children supposedly just 
in case the need arose 
uring the year tor children 
showing up with special 
requirements. 


Finaty whatdo you think 
the Hong term effects wil 
be for the chikiren and for 
society atlarge? 


The most wonying ettect, 
otal this is that schools 
wil discriminate against 
children with disabilities 
attending mainstream 
schools. 

Some schools are saying 
they would be unable to 
take on a child itthey 
can't get the necessary 

This already happened 
to Aisling Me Ant with St 
Raphael's in Celbridge, with 


actually start. 
1 was also told bya 
secondary school that they 
couldnt cater for special 
Deeds as they didnt have 


The long term efect 
this is socially isolating 
children who have 
inerent needs leading 
to intolerance and 


‘tom having children 
with diferent needs in a 
classroom where to 

and acceptance is key 
to everyone leaming and 
educating together. 
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The Haddington 
Proposals: A 
road to nowhere 


LAST week Siptu members voted by a margio of three 
to one to accept the terms of the Haddington Road 
agreement. 
This comes on the back of an acceptance by the INMO 
and various smaller union and representative bodies. 
With the INTO also recommending acceptance it is 
almost certain that the proposals will now be enacted. 
Yet, in essence, this deal is exactly the same as that 
decisively defeated under the auspices of Croke Park Two 
(CPI. 
The levels of cuts remain at € billion and there will 
be a massive increase in hours worked by frontline staff 
throughout the public services 
The obvious question then is what has changed? 
‘The answer is complex, but involves a combination of 
collective self-doubt, state led intimidation and a sense 
of holding what we have in the absence of any clear 
alternative 


Union compli 

In the run up to the second ballot two decisive events 
occurred 

The first was the disgraceful behaviour of union leaders 
fling back into talks to be picked apart one by one 

The result ofthe CPI ballot was decisive, 

This should have inspired union leaders to stand 
together in a collective show of strength and unity 

Had they done so, a real alternative could have been 
constructed in which union representatives demanded 
cuts to the very wealthy. 

Currently there are over 100,000 people earring 
around € 185,000 (on werage) and the result of the CP 
ballot should have inspired the union leaders to make 
them pay. 

Had they collectively demanded this the union 
bureaucrats would have been celebrated 

In ths scenario, moreover, there is little doubt that the 
government would have buckled 

The thoughts of 290,000 determined trade unionists 
‘would have been a game changer. 

Labour in particular would have been extremely 
vulnerable, 

But instead the union leaders connived with the 
government and allowed themselves to be dwvided 

In resporse, Fine Gale and Labour felt emboldened to 
go on the offensive. 


Legislation 
Alonpide their divide and conquer tactics, the 
government have simultaneously engaged in the most 
outrageous levels of intimidation 

As union members were casting their ballots, they 
were continually reminded that they faced pay cuts of up 
to 7% should they refuse to play ball 

With this threat of legslation hanging over them and 
a sense that their leaders were unwilling to fight, many 
union members have concluded that Haddington Road i 
the lesser of two evils 

Does ths mean that they are happy with this outcome! 
Absolutely not 

Many union members have accepted these proposals 
Under extreme duress and ths leaves significant 
Bitterness that will not be easily forgotten, 

Like those in the property tax campaign who have 
been systematically intimidated there t a whole layer 
of trade union activists who are now seething with the 
government 

Moreover, when gven half a chance many of these 
people have stood up before 

This explains the initial rejection of CPI and last years 
momentous refusal to pay the household charges 

Unfortunately however they do not yet have the 
collective confidence or organisational capacity to 
continue the fight to the bitter end. 

Building this confidence and organisational capacity s 
the job of every socialist and progressive trade unionist 

The government may have won the latest battle, but = 
the example of Brazil and Turkey shows, intimidation has 
its limits, 


kieran Allen 


THREE different cour 
ent revolts 


wre than a million people 
protests in Brazil after a rise in bus fares 


Quickly. The gries 
in the slogans: “Stop corn 

Change Brazil"; "Halt evictions”; “Come 
tothe street, i's the only place we don't p 


‘Government failure to understand 
education will lead to revotut 


Shocked 

thas also caught the government com- 
pletely unaware. We do not understand what 
has happened” proclaimed the secretary of 
the ruling party, “but we do not want to be 
found on the wrong side of history 

Before Brazil it was Turkey, 

‘Once again, a ‘small issue" triggered an 


explosion of outrage about how society is run- 
A plan to build a shopping centre in a 
public park became a focal point for ang: 
against an authoritarian government 
Before Turkey, it was Bulgaria. Here a 
rise in electricity prices led to mass outrage 
that brought a government down. The same 
pattern was in evidence. 
The issue moved from the pce of electric 
ity to the whole way that society was run. 
Each revolt echoes a previous one. Occupy 
masks appear and clear links are made with 
other countries What began in Tahrir square 
in Egypt with the Arab Spring has become 
a template for a many others to follow. 
Behind these episodic revolts is a growing 
momentum that is profound. 


Global Crisis 
Global capitalism entered a new era after 
the crash of 2008, 

Before the crash, a ‘Washington 
Consensus’ prevailed and governments 
{old their population that ‘there could be 
no intervention in the market 

‘When workers in Waterford Crystal, for 
example, occupied their plant to de 


EU rules, 
Butas soon asthe banks collapsed, the rules 
changed and billions were made availabe. 


Itis estimated that €10 million (€10,000 


bullion) has been put in the global banking 
system since the crash. 


In every country, the mass of people are 
forced to pay forthe crimes of the economic 
elite 

What we are witnessing, is more inten- 
sifled neo-liberalism at the bottom 
thy at the top. 
A second factor in triggering the revolts 


anid outs for the w 


is the crisis of representation 
The last three revolts h 
gainst elected governments because vast 
numbers have become aware of the fake 
nature of modern democracy 
In the Western model of democracy, 
ies mobilise vast sums from big busi- 


po 
ness to ‘brand’ themselves and echo back 
sentiments they picked up in focus groups. 

But once elected, they treat their promises 
as it they were lies used to win a game show. 

Every change of government bring con- 
tinuity with past policies. 

This has led to a realisation that elected 
Jeaders are not answerable to their people but 
tothe big financial interests that they serve 


Police Brutality 


As discontent grows, there: 


re also signifi- 
cant shifts in the nature of policing. 

Almost every country now has its own 
special riot police, equipped with “robo- 
cop equipment 


ESIS 
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They are hyped up to treat their own 
population with utmost brutality in order 
to demonstrate their power: 

The result is that poli 
thelightingrodthat revolt from 
one issue toa critique of the whole system. 

The suddenness of the revolts shows thi 


living ina 


era when we must expect 


the unexpected. 

Every small ight contains a potenti 

to spread far wider because there is such 
t 

A revolt, however, is not the same 


Widespread discont 


revolution, 

A revolt is a mass upsurge where masses 
‘of people express their desire to re-shape 
revolution breaks the power of 
either a political regime or the whole state 
apparatus itself. 


Between a revolt and a revolution, there 
are many torturous detours. 

Mass anger is not the same as a clear 
sighted understanding of the nature of 


capitalism and its state. 
Allsorts of ideas and strategies invariably 
arise to give direction to the movement. 
Inthe next period, itis vital that a strong 
revolutionary socialist organisation emerges 
in Ireland. 
There is every possibility that an unex: 
pected revolt can come here too — and we 


itto bring it to a successful outcome. 


TANCE 


IS NOT 
TERRORISM 


C: 
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Where next for the Campaign 
Against Property Tax? 


aat Te 


f5 


mi 
> 


testers show the goverment 


meetings strength of people power asthe povern- This should now become a badge of 
‘atinallyhecampoignhasmobiised Tactics ment reversed ts decision to privatise honour as it means nothing more than 
thousands on the streets of Dublin and Focusing on the boycott was clearly a our forests. the politics of people power, radical de- 
Galway, whilst last year's boycott rep- mistake This would have been unthinkable mocracy and decent services for everyone. 
resented a significant setback for the Front the outset the government reg lousands of people actively Socialists ecd to argue for highly po- 
overnment and the Troika. istered this as the weak under belly © litical slogans such as (1) Tax the rich 


Given half a change, more than a the campaign as legislation to avoid t otests work and so alongside (2) no more banker bailouts (3) no mor 
million home owners chose to defy the boycott was clearly within their powers. broadening thestrugglesweneedtorenew — Cuts to social welfare (4) Jobs for all 


government, Although the campaign did organise our faith in the power of mass public part of a national campaign that offers 
"The household charge was an abject street protests these were never central mobilisations. anew vision 

fallure and the government knew that enough to the overall strate 

they had to respond There was also reluctance in many Getting political Local elections 
Thisyear's decision tousetherevenue places to generalise the CAHWT into a Allied to the push for generalizing tac- Challenging the government in every 
commissioners to collect tne property truly ant austerity movement. tics we must also deepen our political arena also means standing candidates 


tax proved a master stroke in tactical This must now chang analysis. the local elections. 
awareness. Over the coming weeks we must Cynicism against politicians is com- Government councillors must experi 

Instead of feeling confident, the general broaden the battle field. pletely understandable, but whether we ence people's anger, but it is important 
refrain became one of bitter resignation Currently thereare groups fighting to realise it or not, "keeping politics out isto keep these elections in their rightful 
as people came to believe thatthe gov- save schools and hospitals, ant-frackers really code for letting the bankers and places. 
ernment will get the money no matter andenvironmentalists, single parentsand the speculators of the hook. the CAHWT simply morphs into a 
what we da’ disability activists, campaigners fighting Thoseof uson the Left want thepoltcal local election vehicle it will confirm the 

‘This sense of fatalism alongsideamass cuts to special needs assistants etc. and economic elites to pay forthe crisis, worst fears of the cynics who believe that 
campaign of state repression has con- Surely we must now fight to link up This is also true of the vast bulk of political activists are all the same. 
Vinced upwards of 85% to register and pay ‘More importantly, an overwhelming 

Thisisa setback by anyone's standards focus on elections will suck the life out 

But rather than allowing ourselves to of the struggle on the streets. 
slip into frustration, we must take a leaf This would be disastrous for the move- 
out of the government's book. ment and so whilst the CAHWT should 

‘This means reviewing our tacticsand endorse a whole range of ant-austerity 
renewing the struggle. ‘candidates, we mustn't focus overwhelm- 

ingly on elections. 

The struggles in Egypt and Greece, 
Turkey and Brazil all emerged though 
the power of the masses. 

Innone of these places was the election 
‘of local councillors the spark that led to 
resistance. 

Rather it was the networks of activists 
that helped totum the powder keg of seth 
ing discontent into a radical movement 
for social chan; 

Even if the campaign manages to g 
20-50 people elected they will only be suc 

sfulifthey manage to stir up resistance. 
Without this, the austerity will con- 
tinue and the lives of ordinary people will 
hardly change. 

This is why we must subordinate the 
electoral strategy to the mass movement 
on the streets and the workplaces. 

‘Budget day is a great opportunity 

Let's make sure that CAHWT mobilizes 
massive numbers ina Winter of discontent? 
for our political masters. 


Nuanced 
Despite the setback there are certainly 
things to be optimistic about. 

First off, the network of activists that 
has emerged around the CAHWT is ex- 
tremely important. 

“Two years ago this network simply 
didn't exist. 

‘Today, it is the most extensive anti- 
austerity movement in the country, with 
militants everywhere gaining valuable ex- 
perience in the campaign against cutbacks. 

Secondly, there is a growing layer of 
people who are absolutely raging with 
the government. 

Even though the majority have now 
paid, there is tle doubt that hundreds of 
thousands did so under extreme duress. 

Like in Turkey and Brazil this leads to 
an underlying powder-keg of emotions 
With people willing to fight given half the 
chance of scoring a victory. 

Militants in the campaign naveto relate 


Pro-life (as long as 


you're a right-wing 
bigoted man) 

To John Waters, 
Reading your article i the Irish 
Catholic would make anyone with 
progressive views siek to their 
stomach, 


ess of acer atack 
nwoncy et armel ae 
are ‘emotionally manipulative’ and 
a combed hth 
that: lity during pregnancy is 
Sheena er 
Tirana 
iste 
‘reality that the ‘pro-life’ position is 
rma aga 

Firstly, you begin by comparing 
fame emis 
a e 
murdering his partner. 

As one commentator has already 
mentioned, this comparison is not 
only but makes no sense, 
‘The fact that you are happy 
to equate the life of a woman to a 
clump of cells is truly mind-blowing, 
Not to mention the fact that the 
man has the option of leaving his 
partner while the suicidal wor 
aoter opda bat hanea 
cane 


Bigot 
Se eaten’ 
since men in rela 
claiming ‘victim status’ so we can 
‘Bet to ‘kill babies’, 

This view of women as 
manipulators and schemers is 
absolutely abhorrent, 

In reality, women in Ireland 
teen igo te 

and sexism throughout the 
2th Century compared to those in 
‘tr European countries, 

The exclusion of women from 
the workforce, lower wages, the 
‘ban on contraception, divorce, 
abortion and deficient public 
services (like childcare) have had 
a massive negative impact on 
omens ee The mation hte 
risk of suicide during pregnancy is a 
"thcorerical dea” ao dusting 
A really wish you could have said 
‘that to the thirteen year old at the 
centre of the X case in 1992, who 
was pregnant from rape and felt 
that she would rather take her own 
life than give birth to the baby. 
Ina, women have unwanted 
‘pregnancies, which they cannot go 
‘through with, for whatever reason, 
“Teds of women you dp 
brings us back to days of the Magdalene 
Enna hen women wer kedip 
asslaves, abused and mistreated. 


Control 
Your antwomen sentiment has 
‘exposed the true nature ofthe anti- 
abortion lobby. 

‘The argument snot about ‘ie’, 
but about Hving women, and the 
need of the Catholic Church and the 
Capitalist system to control us, 


Dying breed 
‘Thankfully, people like you are a 
ung bred 


‘The vast majority af young people 
in Ireland support a woman's right 
to choose and more than B0% ofthe 
Population support X case legislation. 

Unfortunately the Catholic 
Church has come back from its 
rave with dusty old men, backed 
‘by US funding, attempting to stop 
Jegistation to save women's ives. 

‘The legislation proposed by the 
Government does not come close to 
what is needed. 

‘The 14 years jailsentence for 
procuringor hepingto procure an 
abortion is realy a reminder ofthe dare 
past in Ireland and has to be removed. 

‘ky young women and men are 
dail leaving behind your barbarism, 
‘wht standing tall against those who 
wish to imit and control them. 

Suitably disgusted, 

‘Manezine Jonasson 


Socialist Wesker Š 


Labour Pains as Nulty resigns 


partly explains Gilmore's dismissal 
of Nulty as a politician content to 
‘scramble for the comfort of the 
backbenches’ 

Anyone familiar with the situa- 
tion will realise that this is merely 
smoke and mirrors. 

Gilmore has now lost five sitting 
TD's along with Nessa Childers 
(MEP) and Senator James Heffeman 
from the Labour Parliamentary 
Party 

fo make matters worse two 
Wicklow councillors have also re- 
signed from the party 

Inajointstatement, Tom Fortune 
and Barry Nevin said they “no 
longer believe that the party holds 


E Deirdre Harvey 


LAST week Patrick Nutty became the 
frst sitting Labour TD to formally 

leave the party 
Nulty who won the Dublin West 
bi-election in 2011 had already lost 
the party whip for voting against 
the budget the following December, 
Nulty has consistently argued 
nst the most regressive meas- 


ures of the coalition government. 
However the cuts to SNA hours 
‘announced last week have proven the 
final straw for a deputy personally 
dedicated to working for the poor 
and disadvantaged 
aking to the media, Nulty 
Jamented the fact that “Ireland is 
now a more unequal society than 
When labour entered government” 


compatible values with their own” 
particularly with regard to the “un: 
acceptable centralisation that is 
antidemocratic in its nature,” 
l demos 
parties across Europe, Labour 
finding it tough to impose savage 
cuts whilst holding onto its found- 
ing principles 

This explains the rise of ‘a left of 

our in many countries with Syriz: 


‘This, he said, had resulted in 


Like many soc atic 


“peoples trust in the political sys- 
tembeing broken as the government 
continues to hit the most vulnerable 
in society”. 

In his most barbed comments 
Nulty accused the Labour leader 
ship of “bringing the political system 


into disrepute by sacrificing core in Greece being the obvious example, 
democratic social demands for per- Whether or not a force like thi 
sonal political ambition”. can emerge in Ireland remains to 


Instead of “pursuing social jus- to peoplewith dis 
tice, equality and the creation of personal insolvency 
full employment the Government seek to micro manage the perso 
has imposed savage cuts to housing nances of hard pressed families[and] _ ing to hold its troops in li 
adaption grants specifically provided cut Child Benefit which Labour had face of continuous attacks o 


Sinn Fein planning a 
‘developers charter’ 


joretti organ 


jbilities...published _ sworn to protect. natural constituents, be seen. 


idelineswhich  Nulty’s comments will havestung As the local elections draw closer But the reality is that Labour will 


An- a Labour leadership desperatelytry- many within the party will have continue to suffer so long as it sells 


the thoughts about their personal outits values for ministerial salaries 
their circumstances and this no doubt and lavish pensions. 


THE Planning Bll currently 
before the Assembly was 
always going to favour 
developers, particularly 
ns Clauses 2 and 6 provide 
for ‘economic considerations 
tobe given greater weight 
than other considerations 
When determining individual 
planning applications 

Last minute amendments 


developers’ c 
‘They will give new powers 
to the Office of First Minister 
and Deputy First Minister 
(OFMDFM - Peter Robinson | more and more powers for itself | This is further evidence of 
and Martin McGuinness) to | already: ‘one that's 


tconamiczane’ andta push | an SDLP Minister suggests 

through panning permission | that te DUPYSinn Fan 

forany proposed development | stranglehold at Stormont is | supposed to hosted by the 
limitthetime nwhichioca! | conmentatersareexpessing | to the pncpiofsusaiable Socialist Workers Party 


Even moreconcerning, it | Dangerous sho 
limits the range of issues that | Letting OFW/DFM have Proof 
canbe considered at Judicial | powers to make planning Tt goes on to say that Sinn 


SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 


Review to questions of EU law || decisions is particutarty Féin will work for “Involvement 2 Joseph Choonara 
and the Conventionon Human | dangerous as it will iwite | ofall intrested ` 

Rights corruption by politicians, Plann; on capitalist crisis 
ses suchas the Ingareadytecasthat | Spot Kieran Allen on the new 
Toe a |a = left reformism 

Judicial reviewed if the DUP and developers š ad more about probi Sinead Kennedy on 
ifsuch a law had been his wife Iris have been shown to anes Feminism, Marxism and the 
availabe to Shel the Batimboy | havea very speca relationship sa 3 now salm 
Rossportrefinery would have | with somedevelopers tothe | Mae rn Eamonn 

Been built years Entent that shewasabletoask | McCann's article in the Belfast John Molyneux on 
‘The implications of this for donations of £50,000 for her | C Erran i 

move for democracy and forthe | young lover's businesswithan | E/Reaermg ope RT Leninism today 


ononon sesen acean 
environment are staggering. | easethat Bertie Ahern would | ayestowprertneseqeocte: 
‘OFM/DFM are grabbing | have admired. Paan Sasatna 


G sector werter 


As the protests in Turkey continue Socialist Worker spoke to 


Revolutionary Socialist Memet Uludag about his historic experiences.. 


On the ground in Taksim Square 


Why did the movement in Taksim 


Mainly it was a response to police brutal- 
ity coupled with an underlying level of 
discontentment. 

During thefirst 2 weeks of the protests 
we saw ever escalating police violer 
to end the protests 

This did not work and despite being 
kicked-out of Gezi Park and the Taksim 
‘Square a few times, ever bigger numbers 
returned to these places. 

While the government on one hand 
rejected demands from the protest 
andthe Taksim Solidarity group in rela- 
tion to stopping the re-development of 
Gezi Park, Prime Minister Erdogan did 
discuss the events with various people 
(actors, writers activists ete). 

Unfortunately most of the people 
attending these meeting were not rep- 

nting the campaigners in Gezi Park. 
‘Currently there is an interim court 
decision to stop all building work 

The government also announced that 
they win a referendum on the future 
of the park, 

This was an attempt to win what they 
have lost on the ground using the ballot 
box: So protest has so far been effective. 


hat did you 
d in Gi 


Porh 


{arrived to Geel Park on Friday 14 June. 
The first thing that hits you is the 

huge numbers in the park and the v 

riety of political parties, civil society 


and various other groups, 

There were seemingly around 110- 
120 different groups resident in the 
park, 

Although it looked chaotic at first, 
there was a very significant level of 
organisation, 

There were kitchens, food stalls, 
‘medical tents, a radio station, a TV 
Stream station, a group of people act- 
ing as the fire brigade, 

“The big platform at the centre was 
the main stage of the park. 

Politically, the park was debating 
the next steps after the announcement 
from the government. 

The park was divided into 7 districts 
and each one was discussing the re- 
sponse to the move by the government. 

These forums were also established 
to lect delegates from each district. 

This process was at the very 
beginning. 

‘There Was a relaxed and joyful at- 
mosphere in the park and there was 
a mood of small but very significant 
victory. 

‘There were no expectations of im- 
mediate police action aver the weekend 
ahead. 


=—— 


followin 


silently standing in public places and 
squares. Despite 

re further arrests. 
in response neigi 


On the Saturday the park and Taksim 
Square were full of people. w 
As the day progressed, even bigger 
crowds gathered. Inthe evening the police to or 

ordered that the park be cleared immedi- 
ately and within 30 minutes they mowed on-g 
in with water cannon trucks and tear gas. 
Thousands of people were pushed out 
of Taksim Square and the camp in Gezi 
Park was smashed. 
Police attacks went on continually 
around the Park and Taksim Area. 
Despite this people gathered in vari- 


of partic 
Inthe for 


There are now n 
ing in Istanbul and other cities. 

These are extremely sig 

some of them are attended by thousands 


Athe den 
These are of 


ng peaceful there 


bourhoods decided Er 


anise local forums. 


'nbourhood forums 


0,000 people injured and hundreds ar 
rested. Since the beginning, there have 
ssthenest been protests in 79 cities attended by 


‘n for everybody and 


ous districts of istanbul and continued people exci ir views and opin: 
protesting until the early hoursof Sunday ions freely. There are up to 37 district 
morning. forums in Istanbul. 

On Sunday police movedagain.enter- In some cit empted to 


ing districts of Istanbul, whilst the Taksim 
Area was declared closed to the public 
All day on Sunday groups tried to 
march to Taksim Square and Gezi Park 
but were not able to reach the a 
“There wene also protests in other 


not success 


practical de 
The 


lies Park were 


What happened next? 


ary last week different forms of protest 


disperse these g 
‘ul 

Crucially the 
nands, 

al main demands of Gezi 


they were 


the destruction of Gezi Park 


nmediate release of all arr 


is fully s1 
Sofar there are 4 people dead, almos 


Mi 


build as shopping ce 
political demands for democratic, human 
rights and freedom have been 
From a small 
mentexpiodedand 
victory against p 
As I write the forums are on-going 


Alargep 


nd the next ste 


bring those responsible to justice. 


protestors. 
There are also strong demands for 
the resignation of the Prime Minister 
Although the Gezi Park development 
jpped, the police violence 


ke more than five million people 
hile 130,000 tear gas canisters 

were fired by the police. 
Protests started as a campaign against 
the of Gezi Park to 
ire, but since then 


ernment. 


ratie discussion. 


‘Some other voices from the Square’ 


Cetin is 27 and Kurdish. the 
oü tanker sailor's arm was 
oken when police beat him 
with abaton 

Erdogan tells other countries 


they need democracy-butthis | ` Troops are leaving the 
isn't democracy. Kurdish ares butwe don't 

We don't believe ortrust | see any new democratic 
the government Foryears | processes 


Turkish people have been told 
lies about Kurdish people. | cons 

They were told we had no 
language, no culture, no fag 
or ient 

Every moming in school we 
hadto say me were happyto 
be aTurk Idontbelieve the | The 


Everybody wants real peace 
for Kurds, with rights to 
language cuture,ané poltiea 
rights. Nobody believes the 
{overnment 


sy are discussing a new 
ution but they are net 
making soy progress 

We need to fe 
tovenment to make a 
real peace for ali euhure 
ethnicities and beliefs 


rie the 


overnment wil bring pesce” | groups here but tne whole | Ugur Gumuskayais 24 and a 

thing is not ike thst Some | Merature student in Istanbul 
Zuhalisamemberotthe | people have the tog but tis | “People are rebeling against 
HDK, an umbrella group of | not a poitical message for suthertarian government 
lett organisations them” policies on sleebol, education, 


‘We are alse angry atthe 
ole pressure used against 


chave been Bghting 


AKP. We don't want their 
neobberslsm, and their Islamic 
and repressive policies. 

We mant the AKP to £o 


We fightin the streets andthe 
nen world wil be won inthe 
streets. This process is now 
starting. 


We knon Erdogan is 
thinking of strategies to destroy 
this piace He wies to vide 
protesters by talking about 
marginal groups and normal 
froups, bur this is not true. 

People are here for one 
aim-Gezi Park 

Erdogan is trying to negotiste 
vith people close t him, but 
they don't reflect our ees and 
we don't recognise them. 

Non he proposes a 
referendum on the park Why 
havea referendum on this? 
We don't have a referendum 
on cyanide poisoning in gold 
mining 


park the protest move 
e have scored a first 


ortion of society is outraged 
with AKP policies and police brutality 
will hopefully be to 


SS 
Berlusconi 


guilty 
of rape 


ON Monday 25 
June former Ialia 
prime minster, Silvio 
Berlusconi, was handed 
a seven-year jall 
Sentence for abuse of 
ofice and paying for sex 
with a minor. 

Disgracefully 
however, he will not 
serve any al time before 
he has exhausted a 
lengthy appeals process, 

în Italy there isa 
three strike system that 
allows the super-rich 
to delay their guilty 
verdict for a number of 
years, 

‘As Berlusconi is now 
76 this makes it likely 
that regardless of the 
merits of the ease, he 
will never see the inside 
ofa cell. 

Predictably 
Berlusconi went on the 
offensive arguing that 
“An incredible sentence 
has been issued of a 
Violence never seen or 
heard of bel 
to eliminate me from 
the political life of this 


In reality all of the 
evidence showed that the 
billionaire tycoon had 
hired a group of women, 
some of whom were 
under 18, for his own 
sexual gratification. 

A panel of three 
women Judges also 
convicted Berlusconi 
of abuse of office by 
arranging to have the 
woman at the centre of 
the controversy released 
from custody when she 
was later arrested for a 
separate incident. 

‘Last month an 
appeals court also 
upheld a four-year 
Jail sentence against 
Berlusconi for 
orchestrating a tax fraud 
Scheme in his business 
dealings -leaving him 
with just one more 


Hopefully this will see 
him go to jail in the very 
near future. 
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Brazil rises up 


Ey James 0 Toole 


LAST weekend more than 250,000 
people protested on the streets of Brazil. 

‘This followed protests the previous 
week that witnessed over 1 million on 
the streets in a single night. 

The movement, which is now calling 
for the jailing of corrupt politicians, 
began with protests over h 


fares, 

They also want legislation known as 
PEC 37 repealed as this limits the power 
of federal prosecutors to investigate 
political crimes, 

The background to this was a ham- 
pered investigation into the big 
‘corruption case in Brazil's history, the 
so-called "mensalão" cash-for-votes, 
Which involved top aides of former 
president Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva 
bribing members of congress to vote 


No appeasement 
The protests continued in many citi 
across Brazil despite a primetime TV 
speech from President Dilma Rousseff, a 
former leftist guerrilla who was tortured 
during Brazil's military dictatorship. 
She tried to appease demonst 
by reiterating that "peaceful pi 
twas good Dilma spoke, but this 
movementha 
not much she could really say,” said 
Victoria Vilela, a 21-yearold university 
student in the Sao Paulo protest. 
All my friends were talking 
Facebook about how she said n 
ing that satisfied them. 
think the protests are going to 
continue for along time and the crowds 
‘ill still be huge 


mavedtoo far, there was 


Free tare movement 

The whole movement exploded on 13 

June when the Free Fare Movement pro- 
rainst a hike in public transport 

fees that disproportionately affected 


the poor was viciously attacked by the 
police, 

The sight of demonstrators being 
beaten and tear gassed struck a chord 


throughout Brazil and tens of thousands 
mobilised in the nights that followed. 

The 13 June demo had been one of a 
series of recent demonstrations starting 
With a protest in Natal in August 2012. 


D3, thousands of young peo- 
ple, students, and workers closed the 


transport fares. 

‘Over the course of 10 days, the city 
was paralysed by roadblocks and mili 
tant protests 


The events were captured in a flim 
A Revolta do Buzu 

The demonstrations came to an end 
when the leaders of traditional student 


groups (suchas the UNE and the UJS) 
fet themselves up as leaders of a revolt 
they had not started, and went to ne 
However in the following years, 
protests against fare increases were 
organised in several regions of Brazil, 
such as São Paulo, Itu, Belo Horizonte, 
Curitiba, Culabs, Porto Alegre, Rio de 
Janeiro, Brasilia, Joinville, Blumenau, 
Fortaleza, Recife, Aracaju, Rio Bran 


în 2000, the bus fare rate was reduced 
ter mass public protests in Vitoria. 


Deeper frustration 
At the World Social Forum in 2005 the 
Free Fares Movement emerged with 


and with its own national newsps 
So the network around which the 
present outpouring of popular 


‘coalescing was built in the years 

the mass anger explode 
‘What's different now is that the 

Free Fares pr 

with wider 
The prev 

political corruption is hu 
As isthe issue of the billions in 


ing on the world cup. 

În the north-eastem city 
where Brazil's national foot 
played Italy last week, some 5. 
hered about five kilometres 


0 pro- 


from the stadium, shouting demands 
for better schools and transportation 
and denouncing heavy spending on 
the games. 

The brutality of the police is another 


The police have shot indigenous 
protesters in the last year as well as 
the Pinheirinho slum district of Sao Jose 

dos Campos near Sao Paulo. 
Police have attacked peaceful 
adents, staff 


residents from slums suchas 


and professors, wounding numerous 
demonstrators with rubber bullets, tear 
gas and 

Human ri 
police hav 


per spray, in the last few 


urther protests but many othe 
roups are now emerging as the strug 


Greece: The revolution will be televised 


E Panos Garganas 


GREECE'S government was on the verge of 
‘collapse as Socialist Worker went to press 
Antonis Samaras’ coalition government 
had tried to shut down the Greek public 
broadcasting corporation ERT. 

This ran into a wall of mass resistance, 
cracks between the Tory New 
Democracy and is coalition partners— 
Pasok and Dimar — have widened to the 
point where most people think a general 
election is imminent 

The first step in this chain of events came 
on Tuesday 11 June, A mass meeting of ERT 
workers decided to ignore the government 
decree shutting down the broadcaster. 


Workers propaganda 
They occupied the premises in Aghia 
Paraskevi, in the north of Athens, and 
continued operating under their own 
control. 

Unions representing media workers 
in the private sector called an immediate 
six-hour stoppage. This left ERT as the only 
‘news programme on air- 

Some 10,000 people gathered outside 
the main ERT building, the occupation 
transmitted the solidarity meeting live. 

A wave of enthasasm spread across the 
country, 

‘Crowds gathered outside local ERT 
stations in city after city and foiled police 
attempts to seize control. TV screens 


everywhere were showing trade unionists 
and political activists, with flags and 
banners supporting the occupation 

A bright red SEK (Socialist Workers 
Party) banner proclaiming, “The workers 
united shall never be defeated” ashed 
across sereens again and again. 

M was not until tate at night that the 
government was able to seize control of the 
transmitters and blackout screens. But with 
the help of trade unionists from the telecom 


company OTE, the occupiers’ programme 

continued is transmission on the internet 
“The government was complete isolated. 

Media unions called an indefinite, all- 

out strike shutting down the papers and 

news programmes apart from stations 

transmitting the ERT workers programme. 


Miscalculated 
‘Samaras has badiy miscalculated under 
pressure from the Troika. He wants to act 


but the leaders of Pasok and Dimar say that 
‘their MPs wll not vote for a decree shutting 
down ERT when it reaches parhament for 
ratification. 

‘Samaras has to choose between calling 
‘a general election and sounding a retreat. 
Either wap, the political crisis will intensify 

The workers” fighrhack is gaining 
sireng. 

H needs all the international solidarity it 
anget 


Thousands 
march against 
unemployment 
in Rome 


and jobless people marched 
in Rome on 22 June to protest 
‘against record unemployment, 
‘calling on Enrico Letta’s new 
orernment to deliver more 
than empty retoric onthe 

‘Saturday’ rally, organised by 
Maly three largest union 
‘confederations, CGIL, CISL and 
UIL, was the first major protest 
since Letta’s broad coalition 

‘office after an inconclusive 

election in February. 

Malian unemployment hit 12 
percent in April, the highest 


trowth measures and 
protection for workers who are 
Sent into pre-etirement without 
a pension, 

Union chiets including 


the countrys largest union CGI, 
criticised Letta for what they 
called a lack of action on an 
‘urgent problem. 

"We can't accept these 
coainvous promises that arent 


S4bn last week tor 
intrastructure projects to create 
30,000 jobs 

But Luigi Angeletti, head 
‘ofthe UIL, said the country 
could not attord the piecemeal 
approach to policy adopted so 
far, especially when the ruling 
coalition is so agile, 


“In a country where the main 
‘concem is betting on how long 
the government will lat, the 
‘message is that there is no 
‘more time tor promises and 
announcements,” he said in 
Piazza San Giovanni. 

Htalys economy has 
‘contracted in every quarter 
‘since mid-2011 -is longest 
post-war recession -and 
‘companies are steadily, 
shedding statt. 

The unions called on the 


overnment to intervene to 
prevent plans by white goods 
‘maker Indesit to lay o1 1,400 
workers in one ofthe most 


investments in Turkey and 
Poland," Camusso said. 
Millions offtalians are 
‘consinced the search to 
‘suceess ally find work is 
50 futile they have given 
looking, so oficial figures 
severely understate the number 
‘of unemployed, according to 
national statistics office ISTAT. 


Fone njaeeraneat 


B sector wener 


Socialist (Worker 


G8 security fiasco: 
Tip of the ice-berg 


THOMAS Murray, 21, of 
Cavendish Street in west Belfast, 
was arrested as he made his way 
towards a riot in July 2011 

The police found stones in his 
pocket. 

When the case came to court 
in May this year, the prosecution 
agreed there was no evidence 
‘Thomas had thrown any of the 
stones oracted violently in any way. 

Hewas given 16 months in ja 

Father of five Martin Downe 
35, was seen on the same date 
approaching police lines with 
two bottles, one for himself one 
for another man. 

There was no evidence that 
either of them threw bottles at 
anyone. 

He was jailed for 10 months. 


preparations made no sense 

‘The PSNI will have known that 
there was no mobilisation taking 
place in Britain and only small 
numbers coming from elsewhere 
in Ireland. 

‘There was never any possibility 
of serious violence from the 
protestors. The police preparations 
were deliberately over the top. 

Aswith alleged rioters in Belfast, 
the authorities were signalling 
that they'd crush any challenge 
tothe existing order by any means 
necessary, 

Fermanagh was a training 
exercise for trouble to come, 


whether from economic turmoil 
ora breakdown of the Stormont 
deal. 
Naturally, there wasn'ta hint of 
Jean Leathem, 51, from protest from any Assembly party. 
Trillick Street in east Belfast, the Increasingly, the police and the 
main carer of two disabled adult Shewasjailed for eight months. peace. anarchists" arrivingin Fermanagh, courts are putting the boot in, while 
children, pleaded guiltyinMayto There have been scores of other Special courts were opened. the established politicians, Green 
rioting during the “flag” protests similar cases this year already- Fermanagh More than 300 cells were as well as Orange, snuggle into 
last January, farharshersentenceshanded out Thisis whatlinks thecrack-down prepared. their Assembly seats and sing 
Police argued that she had thanthesameoffenceswouldhave on “rioters” with the policing of  Fourteenjudgeswerewithdrawn dumb. 
thrown three pieces of masonry drawnattheheightoftheTroubles. the G8 in Fermanagh. fromthe ordinary courtsand Ut See inside 
from about 40 yards away. Butnomemberofthe Assembly, At first sight, the PSNI on stand-by. 
Lobbed underarm, none of nocivil liberties group, noliberal preparations were little shortof Baggotbeastedafterwardsthat Page Two: 
the missiles reached the police lawyer, has voiced concern. lunacy. these preparationshad prevented Police terror 
vehicles. Now thatwehave“peace”,the  Threcandahalfthousandextra violence. increasing 
She had never been in trouble copsandthe courtsappeartohave police and 800 private “security There'sanironyhere,inthatthe generally; 
before, hadapologisedtothepolice carteblanchetosmashanyonewho agents” from the notorious G4 politiciansthe PSNI was protecting d 
and told the court through her steps out of line. outfitwere broughtin from Britain. include the mostviolentelements Page Five: 
lawyer that she was “thoroughly And anybody who objectscan Chief Constable Matt Baggot on earth. Sinn Fein planning 
ashamed”. be marginalised as an enemy of spoke of 5,000 “extremist Butevenleaving thataside,the developers charter 


